South Llano Watershed Alliance

Meeting Summary-March 26, 2009

Junction

Presentations

About 40 peopled gathered at the dining hall of the Tech Center in Junction to hear presentations on brush management/land stewardship from Phillip Wright with the Natural Resources Conservation Service and David Wolfe of Environmental Defense Fund.

Philip’s work as a Soil Conservationist, has involved studies related to water yields resulting from removal of Ashe juniper (cedar) in the Seco Creek Watershed near Hondo. This study, along with two other independent studies, has shown that Ashe juniper removal in small watersheds have resulted in increases in water yield of about 1.5 inches annually. He noted that these results occur in karst systems similar to those found in the Edwards Limestone surrounding the South Llano River watershed.

Philip notes however that there is still much debate about the brush clearing and water yield and brought copies of a recent A&M overview of the ‘Effects of Brush Management on Water Yields’.

https://txspace.tamu.edu/handle/1969.1/86129
As Mr. Wright noted however, if you are not going to do proper management and maintenance of the cleared area, you are better off not doing the work. He stressed that proper grassland management and follow up treatment of re-growth are of vital importance to producing improved water yields. 

Philip also discussed the potential for doing brush management and land stewardship in areas of endangered species for golden cheek warbler.

David Wolfe’s efforts as Director of Conservation Science have related to land stewardship efforts for wildlife. For example, the patterns in which Ashe Juniper is removed can create important transition zones for wildlife. Rather than cutting along sharp lines, it is better to let the juniper forest extend outwards a little by thinning them into a savannah or wooded grassland, thus creating better protection for wildlife from predators.

David noted that a landowner can practice land stewardship for livestock, wildlife, and water, but he maximize the benefit to all. One needs to prioritize.

It is also important to realize that if there is no soil to begin with, clearing juniper will not have much benefit. There is simply little place for grass to grow if the soil is gone. One is probably better off leaving the juniper to hold the soil.

Junipers can also serve as a ‘nurse’ tree, providing protection for Spanish oaks and other less sturdy trees. In the future, junipers may also be an asset as carbon sequestration credits. He sees such a carbon credit trading program likely to be underway in a couple of years. It was noted as well that grasslands have the potential to be traded as carbon credits.

Alliance Business

The remainder of the meeting focused on issues related the South Llano Watershed Alliance. As you may recall, following the January meeting, a smaller group of landowners convened to come up with a name, a mission statement, and goals. While no final decision was reached on the development of goals, the group did decide the group name should be the South Llano Watershed Alliance with a mission statement: To preserve and enhance the South Llano River and adjoining watersheds by encouraging land and water stewardship through collaboration, education, and community participation. This name and mission statement were adopted unanimously by those attending the Thursday night.

Laura Marbury discussed the proposed grant application to Dixon Water Foundation that is to be submitted in May. The grant is in two parts. The first part of the grant is to foster development of the South Llano Watershed Alliance to help it become a fully functioning group. These efforts involve the development of a website, the facilitation and participation in upcoming meetings and workshops, and the creation of the Alliance as a non-profit entity that could directly apply for grants from Dixon (or others) during the next application period in November. The second part of the grant application involves the development of a characterization report for the James River. This report, proposed to be in a form similar to the report prepared for the South Llano, will attempt to provide information to address concerns about the James River raised by participants at the November 2008 workshop.

The remainder of the meeting focused on what is necessary to apply for non-profit status. Donnie Coleman, who has volunteered to handle this process, said that a Registered Agent or Point of Contact must be named, an initial Board of 3-5 members, and a description of what constitutes membership. It was proposed and adopted unanimously that Walter Curry serve as the Point of Contact and Scott Richardson, Marvin Ivy (though he was not there to say no), Ruthie Russell, JD Kidwell, and Margaret Akers be named as the initial Board. It was agreed that membership be open to all who dues paying members, but no final fee schedule was agreed upon.

It is proposed that the next meeting of core landowners be Saturday, April 18th from 9:30-12:00. All are welcome to participate in the discussion.

